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[bookmark: _GoBack]MISSION STATEMENT & PURPOSE

The purpose of the Association is to promote all interest for improvement of the Woodlands on the Creek Subdivision, including, but not limited to: 

Promotion of the neighborhood cohesiveness.

Protection of the residential character of the community.

Maintenance of a high level of appearance in the neighborhood.

Promotion of safety in the neighborhood.

Promotion of neighborhood crime-watch programs.

Sponsorship of social functions.

Provisions for organized representation to the City of DeSoto regarding matters in the best interest of the Association.

Representation of the interests of the Association to any other community or social organization
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***WOCHA is a Texas Non Profit Corporation formed in May, 1996.
Addressed at P.O. Box 1641, DeSoto, Texas 75123
BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I
NAME & PURPOSE
Section 1.1 The name of the organization shall be the “Woodlands on the Creek Homeowners’ Association, Inc.,” hereinafter referred to as the “Association.”
Section 1.2 The purpose of the Association is to promote all interests for improvement of the Woodlands on the Creek subdivision, including but not limited to, the following:
a) Promotion of neighborhood cohesiveness:
b) Protection of the residential character of the community
c) Maintenance of a high level of appearance in the neighborhood
d) Promotion of safety in the neighborhood
e) Promotion of neighborhood crime watch programs
f) Sponsorship of social functions
g) Provision for organized representation to the City of DeSoto regarding matters in the best interest of the association; and
h) Representation of the interests of the Association to any other community or social organization in support of subdivision interest.


ARTICLE II
NOT FOR PROFIT
Section 2.1 The Association shall be a non – profit corporation organized under the laws of the state of Texas and the Texas Non – Profit Corporation Act.

ARTICLE III
OFFICES/FACILITIES
Section 3.1 The offices of the Association shall be located in the City of DeSoto, State of Texas
Section 3.2 The corporation may also have officers at such other places, either within or without the state of Texas, as the Board of Directors may from time to time determine or as the business of the association may require.
Section 3.3 The initial registered office of the Association shall be located at P.O. Box 1641, DeSoto, Texas 75123.
Section 3.4 The Association shall have and continuously maintain in the State of Texas a registered office, and a registered agent whose office is identical with such registered office, as required but the state of Texas Non – Profit Corporation Act. The registered office may be, but need not be; identical with the principal office of the Association in the state of Texas, and the address of the registered office may be changed from time to time by the Board of Directors. Directors must notify members of any address change.
ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP
Section 4.1 Membership in the Association shall be extended to all persons who reside in or own single family homes or lots in the Woodlands on the Creek subdivision. Said subdivision is defined as bounded by the Woodlands on the Creek Sub-Division Plat. A copy of the Plat is attached and made part of these Bylaws.
Section 4.2 A resident of lot owner within the Woodlands on the Creek subdivision shall be eligible without regard to race, color, national heritage, religious affiliation or political affiliation.
Section 4.3 The Board of Directors may from time to time determine the annual dues payable to the Association by each household/lot, which dues shall be assessed on a “per home” basis in the case of undeveloped properties within the subdivision. To become a member, each eligible resident or lot owner shall be required to pay the yearly dues assessed by the Board of Directors. Upon payment of these amounts, the household/lot shall become eligible members in good standing and shall be entitle to all benefits of the Association. A new member shall have his/her annual dues prorated to the month his application for membership is accepted.
Section 4.4 Voting on all business matters will be one vote for one household or one lot.
Section 4.5 Participation in the membership of the Association by any resident or lot owner in the Woodlands on the Creek Subdivision is optional. However, any resident or lot owner whose annual dues are in arrears at the time of a general election shall be prohibited from voting in such election.
Section 4.6 Each household/lot is eligible to vote on matters as provided by the Bylaws, and to attend any business or social function of the Association.
Section 4.7 Only members who reside in the Woodlands on the Creek subdivision are eligible to serve as an officer or director of the Association.
Section 4.8 To continue an established membership, each resident or lot owner shall be required to pay the yearly dues on or before the first General Membership Meeting of the fiscal year. Any resident or lot owner with dues in arrears for a period of seventy five (75) days shall automatically cease to be a member. Reinstatement of membership shall be accomplished by paying all dues in arrears. The membership of any member may be terminated by the Board of Directors for cause by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board after an appropriate hearing before the Board. Termination for *cause* shall include (but not limited to) conduct detrimental to the best interests of the Association, acts or omissions giving rise to a cause of action at law or in equity against the Association, or violation of any ordinance or statute of the City of DeSoto. Upon termination of membership for any cause, all the privileges, rights and interests of the member shall cease.
Section 4.9 Members are encouraged to attend and participate as private citizens in meetings of governmental committees, commissions, and boards. However, no one may act or speak in the name of the Association unless authorized to do so in advance by the Board of Directors.
ARTICLE V
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 5.1 The management and control of the affairs, activities, and property of the Association shall be vested in the Board of Directors, which may exercise al such powers of the Association and do all such lawful acts and things as are not by statute or by the Articles of Incorporation or by these Bylaws prohibited.
Section 5.2 The number of directors which shall constitute the initial Board of Directors shall be seven (7). *The Board of Directors shall always consist of at least seven (7) directors. Within such limit the number of directors may be increased or decreases by amendment of these Bylaws. The Board shall be comprised of the Association’s executive officers set forth in the Article VI below plus an additional three (3) at large directors elected by the General Membership. After serving two consecutive years an individual must have at least one year break in service before being eligible to serve as a Director again. Each director shall hold office until his or her successor is duly elected and qualified. *Amended 2009.
Section 5.3 All Directors of the Association must remain members in good standing during their term of office. They shall act at all times in the best interest of the Association and shall represent the best interests and desires of a majority of the Membership. Each Director shall, at all times, act in furtherance of the general objectives of the Association as stated in the Article of Incorporation and these Bylaws. Should any Director’s political, commercial or other interests conflict with the best interest of the Association, the other Directors may, at their discretion, ask the Director to resign, or proceed directly to removal procedures set forth herein.
Section 5.4 The Board of Directors shall be an advisory body, guiding the policies and activities of the Association. It shall prepare the Budget and approve all bills or other obligations over $50.00 for any one cause, item or group of items arising in any one calendar month.
Section 5.5 No Directors shall be authorized without approval from the Board, to represent the Association in any contract, agreement, or purchase of any kind.
Section 5.6 The Board of Directors shall have the power to review all records and reports of the Association at any reasonable time.
Section 5.7 If any vacancies occur in the Board of Directors caused by death, resignation, retirement, disqualification or removal from office of any director or otherwise, or any directorship is created by an increase in the authorized number of directors, a majority of the directors then in office, though less than a quorum, may choose a successor or successors, or fill the newly created directorship, and the directors so chosen shall hold office for the unexpired term of their predecessors or, if there be no predecessor, until their successors shall be duly elected and qualified, unless sooner displaced. 
Section 5.8 Any director may be removed from his or her position, either with or without cause, by the vote of a majority of the directors in good standing, at any meeting of the Board of Director, if notice of intention to act upon the question of removing such director has been given to each director. In the event a majority of the directors vote to remove any director from his or her position, such removal shall not be effective unless approved and ratified by a vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3rds) of the votes of the members entitled to be cast at the next quarterly meeting of the membership or at a special meeting of the membership called prior to the next scheduled quarterly meeting after the vote of the directors to remove any director.
Section 5.9 In the event that a decision traditionally made by the Board of Directors must be made before a regular or special meeting of the Board of Directors can be called, the President shall make such a decision with the agreement of at least two of the elected officers and the decision shall be formally presented at the next regularly scheduled Board of Directors or special meeting.
Section 5.10 No director shall receive compensation for any service he or she may render to the Association. However, any Director may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the performance of his or her duties subject to the approval of the Board or limitations set forth in Section 4 of Article V above.
Section 5.11
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held at least once during each three (3) month period at a time and place selected by the Board at their previous meeting or at a time and place selected by the President of the Association. Members shall be notified of time and place and meeting agenda.
Section 5.12 A special meeting of the Board of Directors may be called by the Association’s President or by any three (3) Directors upon five (5) days notice to all Directors.
Section 5.13 All meetings of the Board of Directors shall be open to any member of the Association.
Section 5.14 At all meetings of the Board of Directors, a majority of the number of directors fixed by these Bylaws shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The act of a majority of the directors present at any meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Directors, except as may be otherwise specifically provided by statute of these Bylaws. If a quorum shall not be present at any meeting of the Board of Directors, other than a meeting to fill a vacancy which has occurred in the Board of Directors in accordance with Section seven (7) of this Article, the directors present at the meeting may adjourn the meeting from time to time, without notice other than announcement at the meeting, until a quorum shall be present. 
Section 5.15 The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board. If the President is absent from any Board meeting, the Vice President shall perform the duties assigned the President. The Board of Directors shall keep regular minutes of its proceedings. The minutes shall be placed in the minute book of the corporation.
ARTCLE VI
OFFICERS
Section 6.1 The officers of the Association shall be elected by the General Membership of the Association and shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The Board of Directors may also appoint one or more Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers from among the three at-large Board members. No person shall hold more than one office at a time.
Section 6.2 The officers of the Association shall hold office until their successors shall be elected. If the office of any officer becomes vacant for any reason, the vacancy may be filled by the Board of Directors.
Section 6.3 The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors. He or she shall have the power to call special meetings of the directors, make and sign deeds, mortgages, contracts and agreements in the name of and on behalf of the Association and he or she shall generally do and perform all acts incident to the office of President, all of which shall be subject to the direction and review of the Board of Directors. In addition to the powers and duties of this Section 3, the President shall perform such other duties as the Board of Directors shall prescribe.
Section 6.4 The Vice President shall, in the absence or disability of the President, perform the duties and exercise the powers of the President. The Vice President shall also generally assist the President and exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as a delegated to him or her by the President and as the Board of Directors shall prescribe.
Section 6.5 The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the members and the Board of Directors and record all proceedings of the meetings of the Association in a book to be kept for that purpose. He or she shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors or the President, under whose supervision he or she shall be. He or she shall keep in safe custody the seal of the Association, and, when authorized by the Board of Directors, affix the same to any instrument requiring it and, when so affixed, it shall be attested by his or her signature or by the signature of the Treasurer or an Assistant Secretary. In general, he or she shall perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as may, from time to time, be assigned  to him or her by the Board of Directors or by the President.
Section 6.6 The Assistant Secretary, unless otherwise determined by the Board of Directors, shall in the absence or disability of the Secretary, perform the duties and exercise the powers of the Secretary. He or she shall perform such other duties and have such other powers as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe.
Section 6.7
(6.71) The Treasurer shall be the financial officer of the Association; shall have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds of the Association and all securities owned by the Association; shall keep full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements in books belonging to the Association; and shall deposit all such funds and other valuables effects in the name of and to the credit of the Association in such depositories as may be designated by the Board of Directors. In general, the Treasurer shall perform all duties incident to the office of Treasurer, and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him or her by the Board of Directors or by the President.
(6.7.2) The Treasurer shall disburse the funds of the Association as may be ordered by the Board of Directors, taking proper vouchers for such disbursements, and shall render to the President and the Board of Directors, when the Board of Directors so requires, an account of all his or her transactions as Treasurer and of the financial condition of the Association.
(6.7.3) If required by the Board of Directors, the Treasurer shall give the Association a bond (which shall be renewed every six years) in such sum and with such sureties as shall be satisfactory to the Board of Directors for the faithful performance of the duties of his or her office and for the restoration to the Association, in case of his or her death, resignation, retirement or removal from office, of all books, papers, vouchers, money and other property of whatever kind in his or her possession or under his or her control belonging to the Association. The Association shall pay for any bond required of the Treasurer by the Board of Directors. 
Section 6.8 The Assistant Treasurer, unless otherwise determined by the Board of Directors, shall perform in the absence or disability of the Treasurer, perform the duties and exercise the power of the Treasurer. He or she shall perform such other duties and have such other powers as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe. The Assistant Treasurer shall, if required by the Board of Directors, give the Association such bond as provided in Section 8 for the Treasurer. 
Section 6.9 The Treasurer and the President, or other executive officer, shall have the authority to sign checks drawn on the account of, and on behalf of, the Association.
Section 6.10 An audit of the Treasury will be conducted at the end of each fiscal year.
ARTCLE VII
MEETINGS OF MEMBERS, ELECTIONS AND VOTING
Section 7.1 The General Membership of the Association will meet quarterly during the third weeks of January, April, July, and October of each calendar year. Membership shall be notified in writing the first week of each month in which a meeting will be held of the date, time and place of the meeting. At each January quarterly meeting the General Membership will be presented the annual report of the Association.
Section 7.2 During the month of April of each year, a temporary nominating committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors for the purpose of selecting nominees for each Association Director position for the next operating year. All members shall be notified in advance of the nominees. The election of Directors shall be held at each October quarterly meeting of the General Membership. Additional candidates may be nominated by any member of the Association at the October quarterly meeting provided the consent of the nominee has been received.
Section 7.3 Special meetings of the members may be called by the President, the Board of Directors or by members having not less than one tenth (1/10th) of the votes entitled to be cast at such meeting. Written notice of a special meeting of the members stating the place, day and hour of the meeting and the purposes for which the meeting is called shall be sent to each member entitled to vote at such meeting at least two (2) weeks in advance except in situations where two (2) weeks is not practical under the circumstances for matter to be addressed. 
Section 7.4 Notice of a special or quarterly meeting of the membership along with the agenda shall be published and mailed at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting except in situations where two (2) weeks is not practical under the circumstances for the matter to be addressed. Such notice shall specify the place, day, and hour of the meeting and shall be deemed delivered when postmarked or hand delivered to the member’s last known address.
Section 7.5 One fifth (1/5th) of the members qualified to vote and present in person or represented by proxy shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the members for the transaction of business except as may be otherwise provided by law, the Article of Incorporation or these Bylaws. When a quorum is present at any meeting of the members, the vote of a majority of the members qualified to vote and present or represented by proxy shall decide any question properly brought before such meeting, unless a greater number is required by law, the Articles of Incorporation or the Bylaws. Election of directors shall be by secret written ballot. All other voting shall be by written ballot, show of hands or voice vote as prescribed and announced by the President prior to each such vote.
Section 7.6 At any meeting of the members, a member entitled to vote may vote by proxy executed in writing by the member or his duly authorized attorney-n-fact.
ARTICLE VIII
NOTICES
Section 8.1Whenever, under the provision of the statutes or of the Articles of Incorporation or of these Bylaws, notice is required to be given to any person, it shall not be construed to require personal notice, but such notice may be given in writing, by mail, or telegram, addressed to such person at such address as appears on the books of the Association, and such notice shall be deemed to be given at the time when the same shall be deposited in the United States mail, properly addressed, with postage thereon paid.
Section 8.2 Whenever any notice is required to be given under the provisions of the statutes or of the Articles of Incorporation or of the Bylaws, a waiver thereof in writing signed by the person or persons entitled to said notice, whether before or after the time stated therein shall be deemed equivalent thereto.
ARTCLE IX
COMMITTEES
Section 9.1The Board of Directors of the Association may designate one or more committees, each to have the name, membership, duties and responsibilities designated by the Board. Such committees shall consist of a Chairman and other members, none of whom need be members of the Board, except where otherwise directed at the time of the creation of any such committee. The Board shall approve any procedural rules of such committees. Each such committee shall keep regular minutes of its proceedings and all committees shall report to the Board of Directors when required. 
Section 9.2 The Board of Directors may, by resolution passed by the majority of the Board, designate an Executive Committee, to consist of its officers and immediate past-president (ex-officio). The Executive Committee, to the extent provided in such resolution, shall have and may exercise all of the authority of the Board of Directors in the management of the business and affairs of the Association, but the designation of such committee and the delegation thereto of authority shall not operate to relieve the Board of Directors, or any individual director, of any responsibility imposed upon it or him or her b law. The Executive Committee shall keep regular minutes of its proceedings and report on its proceedings to the Board of Directors when required. The minutes of the proceedings of the Executive Committee shall be placed in the minute nook of the Association.
Section 9.3 A majority of the members of any such committee shall constitute a quorum and questions shall be decided by a majority vote.
ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS
These Bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Board of Directors who are present and voting at a meeting at which a quorum is present; provided that any such alteration, amendment or substitute bylaws shall be consistent in all respects with the Articles of Incorporation of the Association. These Bylaws may also be amended by the members by a majority vote of all members eligible to vote thereon.



ARTICLE XI
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
Section 11.1 The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Association in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not consistent with the Bylaws and any special rules of order the Association may adopt.
Section 11.2 A Parliamentarian may be appointed as needed for any meeting but especially for the annual business meeting.
ARTICLE XII
TRANSITION
Section 12.1 Election of 1996 Officers. Due to constraint o schedule, it is recognized that the initial election of the Board of Directors will require three (3) Directors (Vice President, Treasurer and at large Director (1) to be elected for a two year term.
Section 12.2 Removal of the Article. This article shall become null and void as of January 1997 and shall be considered to have been automatically deleted from these Bylaws without the necessity of following the procedure set forth in Article 12 for amending the Bylaws. 

DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS FOR CREEKTREE ESTATES PHASE III-B
GOES HERE







BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JANUARY 2010 - Present
Charles DeCuir, President
908 Hideaway
972-979-7400

Thomas Smith, Vice President
920 Shiloh
972-230-9966

Renee Christian, Secretary
901 Plantation Drive
972-571-3398

Jan Leaf, Treasurer
915 Hideaway
972-816-1916

Barbara Landix
641 Missionary Ridge
972-274-1544

Dianna Jackson
548 Missionary Ridge
214-924-7530

Josef Rasheed
900 Shiloh
972-274-2618

Jennifer Smith 
905 Shiloh
972-223-3628

Elgie Gibson
541 Missionary Ridge
972-274-1926

Roosevelt Williams
920 Plantation Drive
972-223-7868

Sharon Irvin
540 Missionary Ridge
972-230-8233





STANDING COMITTEES & DUTIES
· Awards & Beautification
· Yard of the Month 
· Best Christmas Decorations
· City of DeSoto Matching Grant Program
· Volunteer of the Year
· Trail clean up 
· Civic & Architectural
· City Council Meeting
· Planning & Zoning Meeting
· Business Development
· Junior Association
· Finance
· Establish yearly budget
· Hospitality & Membership
· Meet & greet new neighbors
· Welcome mat
· Welcome letter
· Membership drive
· Communication
· Newsletter 
· Website
· Safety
· National Night Out
· Halloween
· Crime Stats
· Social
· Picnic
· Christmas/Holiday Dinner





CITY OF DESOTO POPULAR WEBSITES

DeSoto ISD website: http://www.desotoisd.org/
DeSoto ISD District Maps & Attendance Zones: http://www.desotoisd.org/Home/AttendanceZones/tabid/481/Default.aspx
DeSoto ISD School Board of Trustees:  http://www.desotoisd.org/SchoolBoard/BoardMembers/tabid/368/Default.aspx
City of DeSoto website: http://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/
City of Desoto, contact the Mayor: http://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/forms.aspx?FID=41
City of DeSoto Library website: http://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/index.aspx?NID=110
City of DeSoto Parks & Recreation: http://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/index.aspx?NID=25
City of DeSoto Chamber of Commerce: http://www.desotochamber.org/
City of DeSoto Chamber of Commerce Church Members: http://desotochamber.chambermaster.com/directory/jsp/busdir/SearchResults.jsp;jsessionid=5F6941F9F4F44193599CDC1352A736AA
Elected Officials: http://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/index.aspx?nid=913
Texas Department of Public Safety: http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/
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